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Farhan Al-Ars and His Role in the Iraqi Parliament, 1947-1958
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Abstract:

Local history occupies an important place within the field of historical
studies because of its close connection to the course of events that directly affect
the everyday lives of communities. The significance of this field is particularly
evident in its exploration of the biographies of individuals who contributed to
shaping the destiny of the nation and left a profound imprint on collective
memory by championing the causes of their communities and assuming the
responsibility of conveying their concerns and suffering to political decision-
makers. Since a substantial part of this historical legacy has been transmitted
through oral narratives passed down across generations, its recording and
documentation have become imperative in order to safeguard it against loss or
distortion, particularly following the passing of the first generation of witnesses
and contemporaries.

In recognition of the right of nations to commemorate the achievements of
devoted public figures who dedicated themselves to the common good, the
biography of MP Farhan Al-Ars (1886—1967) emerges as that of one of the
prominent figures who genuinely represented the Liwa of Amarah over six
parliamentary terms. He assumed the responsibility of defending the interests of
the people of his city and worked persistently with government authorities to
alleviate the injustices they endured and to address the neglect that had burdened
the inhabitants of the district.

To establish the study on a solid documentary foundation, its methodology
draws on a wide range of primary and secondary sources. It examines both
published and unpublished documents, with particular reliance on the
proceedings of the Iraqi Chamber of Deputies and the records of the Ministry of
Interior during the monarchical period. The study further cross-references this
documentary evidence with major contemporary works from the period, personal
interviews, university theses and dissertations, and material documented in the
press of the time.

Keywords: Farhan Al-Ars, Liwa of Amarah, Elections, Iraqi Chamber of
Deputies.
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