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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the process of value-based and epistemic decline
affecting the noble educational concepts established by Imam Ali (peace be
upon him) through his sermons and exhortations. These concepts did not lose
their value as a result of serious criticism or intellectual development; rather,
their decline resulted from a process of social deconstruction that transformed
them from principles intended to inspire reform and action into objects of
ridicule and mockery. This development represents the culmination of the
community’s loss of its ability to engage responsibly with its intellectual
heritage.

The study examines how Islamic society after the time of Imam Ali (peace
be upon him) dealt with these concepts, particularly during periods marked by
deterioration in governance and conduct, such as the Umayyad era. It focuses
especially on the most critical stage, when ideas are removed from the sphere of
seriousness and become objects of derision. Such behavior may be regarded as
an indicator of the beginning of the end of any value system, since ridicule
represents a form of disengagement from both epistemic and practical
responsibility toward those values.

The study further emphasizes the danger of mockery as a behavioral
mechanism for marginalizing ideas. The widespread ridicule of values and
symbols is more damaging than the prevalence of serious criticism, because
criticism preserves the discipline and seriousness of intellectual engagement,
whereas ridicule releases the mind from the responsibility of inquiry and
undermines rigorous intellectual debate. This ultimately obscures the genuine
value of concepts and removes them entirely from serious public discourse.

Historically, the same mechanism was employed by the opponents of
prophets and reformers, as it creates an illusion of obviousness before the
details are seriously examined. The eventual result is the erosion and
disappearance of noble concepts, a process that threatens the cohesion of the
social structure and may leave society vulnerable to domination by other
nations.

Keywords: Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him), Educational
Concepts, Ridicule and Mockery, Social Deconstruction, Umayyad Era,
Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan, Epistemic Criticism.
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