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Phonetic Harmony in the Works of Radr al-Din al-Istirabadhi
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Assistant Professor Dr. Suhair Kadhim Hassan
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Abstract:

Phonetic harmony is an old term addressed by Radt al-Din al-Istirabadht
(d. 686 AH) in his book Sharh al-Shafiyah. It refers to phonetic compatibility and
to bringing one sound closer to another adjacent sound as a result of mutual
influence among these sounds. The research has found that the phonetic
phenomena in which phonetic harmony occurs are phenomena that belong
exclusively to assimilation. These include imalah vowel inclination, the
substitution of a silent ntin with mim, and the substitution of a geminated ya’
with jim, in addition to other phenomena that al-Istirabadhi analyzed and
clarified in terms of the degree of phonetic harmony involved.

Keywords: harmony, linguistic sounds, assimilation, phonetic approximation,
compatibility.
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