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Women in the Medieval Islamic Era between Legal Texts and
Historical Reality:

A Comparative Analytical Study
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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the status of women in the medieval Islamic
era by comparing the legal texts found in the Holy Qur’an and the Prophetic
Sunnah, with their principles of justice and equality, to the historical and social
reality in which women lived during that period. The research shows that there
was a clear gap between the texts and their application, resulting from the
influence of tribal customs, the dominance of patriarchal structures, and the use
of religious discourse by authority to consolidate social policies that restricted
women.

The research also presents illuminating examples of women who played
active roles in the fields of scholarship, administration, politics, and Sufism,
despite the restrictions imposed upon them. It recommends the necessity of
rereading the texts with historical and rights-based awareness, distinguishing
between the essence of Islamic law and the interpretive judgments that shaped it
across the ages, and moving beyond the confusion between religion and
religiosity, and between text and interpretation.

Keywords: Muslim woman, medieval Islamic era, Islamic jurisprudence,
historical reality, exegesis and interpretation, religious authority, legal texts.
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1- The Qur’an
.The Qur’an (in its original Arabic) — the primary source.
2- Books / Monographs / Classical Works

. Al-Kalbi, al-Mundir ibn Hisham ibn Hamad al-Sa’ib, Jamhara Ansab al- ‘Arab. Beirut:
‘Alam al-Kutub, 1425 AH / 2004 CE.

. (In English: “The Compendium of Arab Genealogies” by al-Kalbi)

. al-Nawawi, Yahya ibn Sharaf, al-Minhaj fi Sharh Sahih Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj. (ed.
‘Isam al-Sabbabt1). Beirut: Dar al-Ma ‘rifah, 2005.

. (English: The Minhaj, A Commentary on Sahth Muslim)
. Ibn Manzar, Lisan al- ‘Arab. Beirut: Dar Sadir.
. (English: The Tongue of the Arabs)

. al-Tib, Safiyah bint ‘Abd al-Rahim, Marwiyat Ummuhat al-Mu 'minin fi Shu’in al-
Nisa’. Riyadh: al-Juraysi Foundation, 1426 AH.

. (English: Narrations of the Mothers of the Believers in Women's Affairs)
. al-Tabarani, al-Mu jam al-Awsat.
. (English: The Middle / Central Collection)

. Makrim ‘Abbas, al-Islam wa al-Siyasah fi al-‘Asr al-Wusta. Translated by
Muhammad al-Haj Salim. Kuwait: Center for Nahdah for Research & Studies, 2020.

. (English: Islam and Politics in the Medieval Era)
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. Muhammad ‘Awad al-Shita’ Bahami & ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Fallahi, Kitab Thya’
‘Uliam al-Din by al-Ghazali and the Position of Scholars Regarding It.

. (English: The Book “Revival of Religious Sciences” by al-Ghazalt and Scholars’
Stance on It)

. Muhammad ‘Amarah, al-Tahrir al-Islami lil-Mar ah. Cairo: Dar al-Shurag, 2002.
. (English: Islamic Liberation of Women)

. Khayr al-Din al-Tunisi, Agwam al-Masalik fi Ma ‘rifat Ahwal al-Malik. al-Hindawi
Foundation, 2022.

. (English: The Various Paths in Knowing the Conditions of the Sovereign)
3- University Theses / Dissertations

. al-Tib, Safiyah bint ‘Abd al-Rahim, Marwiyat Ummuhat al-Mu minin fi Shu’in al-
Nisa’ — Master’s thesis (published).

. (English: same title as above, but noting it as a thesis)
4- Peer-Reviewed Articles
Here are approximate English renderings of titles and authors:

. Ahmad, Yahya ‘Abdu Salim. “The Hadiths Which al-Dhahabi Ruled as Nakarah.” Al-
Qalam Journal for Human & Applied Sciences, 2021.

. Yusufi, Shu‘ayb. “The Ruling on a Woman Holding the Office of Qadi in the Hanafl
School.” 2015.

. al-Shanqiti, Amin Mahfiiz; al-Juhmi, Rabi® Yusuf. “Empowering Women of Their
Rights in Light of Islamic Jurisprudence.” Journal of the Faculty of Islamic & Arabic
Studies, Alexandria, 2021.

. al-Mudhakkiiri, Sumayyah. “Aspects of the Social and Economic Life of Women in
the Islamic West.” Journal of Historical Studies.

. Muna bint Husayn bin ‘Ali Al Sahlan al-Qahtani. “The Endowments (Awqaf) of
Muslim Women in al-Andalus and Their Civilizational Impact.” Journal of the College
of Arabic Language, Jirja, 2017.

. Hasan Anwar. “A Critical Study of the Statements of Rabi‘ah al-‘Adawiyah.”
Conference Proceedings, 2015.

. Muhammad Nayif Mahmud. “Economic Life in al-Andalus through the Book Sub/ al-
A ‘sha.” Journal of Babel Center for Human Studies, 2024.

. Muhammad Ibrahim Madhalli, Fatimah. “Motivations of Rejection in Women’s Poetry
in the Abbasid Era.” Journal of the College of Arabic Language, Jirja, 2024.

. Najmah Wanis Sa‘d & Watilah. “The Role of Women in Islamic History.” Journal of
University of Bani Walid for Human & Applied Sciences, 2024.
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. Hasan Muhammad & Muhammad Mukhtar. “Divine Love in the Poetry of Women.”
Journal of the Faculty of Arts, Qena, 2023.

. ‘Abd al-Hamid Jalshaq. “The ‘Tanfidhi’ between al-Tabagat al-Kubra and al-Khalifah
ibn al-Khiyat.” Journal of Hadith Studies.

. Sa‘1d, A. L. “Intellectual Activity of Arab Muslim Women in Siyar 4 ‘lam al-Nubala’.”
Journal of University of Tikrit for Humanities, 2022.

. Qays Hatim Han1 al-Janabi. “Aspects of the Status of Women in the Society of Bilad
al-Nahrayn.” 2018.

. al-Najjar, Samah Muhammad Sabri ‘Id. “Epigraphic Inscriptions Documenting the
History and Heritage of Daqahliyah.” Journal of the Society for Egyptian Heritage,
2024,

5- Hadiths (from the Books of Hadith)
You listed several narrations and their sources; in English one can refer to:

. Narrated by Abu Sa‘id al-Khadri, in Sakih al-Bukhart, Book of Knowledge (hadith no.
101-102).

. In Sakih Muslim, Book of Marriage (Hadith 1419a).

. Sahth Muslim, Book of Prayer, hadith 442.

. Sahih al-Bukhart, hadith 900 (Book of Prayer).

. Sahih al-Bukhart, hadith 4425 (Book of “Paths / Ways”).

. Narrated in Musnad Akzmad (vol. 4, p. 273), authenticated by Shuaib al-Arna’at;
affirmed by al-Albani.

. From Sunan Ibn Majah (Introduction 224), authenticated by al-Albani.

. A hadith from Musnad Aimad under the chapter of testimony (as mentioned in Fath
al-Bart by Ibn Hajar).

6- Miscellaneous / Other Sources

. ‘All1 “‘Abd al-Khaliq al-Shaykhah, ‘Abd al-Khaliq. “Various Influences on Islamic
Pottery in the Mamluk Era,” 2002.

. Adi walad Adab, al-Mufadalat fi al-Adab al-Andalusi. Arab Center for Research &
Policy Studies, 2015.

. Also: Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic Cultures (English reference work)
. And Al-Muhaddithat: The Women Scholars in Islam by Akram Nadwi (English)
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