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The Development of the Translation Movement in the First
Abbasid Era 132-232 AH

Assistant Lecturer Duaa Hussein Abdul Jalil
University of Basrah / Center for Basrah and Arabian Gulf Studies
E-mail: Duaa.hussain@uobasrah.edu.iqg

Abstract:

This research examines the development of the translation movement in
the First Abbasid Era as one of the fundamental pillars in the construction of
Islamic civilization. It sheds light on the political, cultural, and scientific factors
that contributed to the emergence and flourishing of this movement, particularly
the support provided by the Abbasid caliphs to knowledge and scholars.

The research also addresses the role of scientific institutions and
translators in transmitting the sciences of earlier nations, such as Greek, Persian,
and Indian sciences, into Arabic. This process resulted in the enrichment of
human knowledge and a remarkable advancement in various fields of science.

Keywords: translation, First Abbasid Era.
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* Primary Sources:

The Holy Quran
Ibn Juljul, Abu Dawud Sulayman ibn Hassan al-Andalusi (d. 377 AH)

* Tabaqgat al-Atibba’ wa al-Hukama', edited by Fuad Sayyid, Cairo, 1955.

Ibn Khurradadhbih, al-Qasim ibn Abdullah (d. 300 AH)(

Al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik, Beirut, n.*

*Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Ali (d. 463 AH(

* Tarikh Baghdad Madinat al-Salam minhu Ta'sisha hatta Sanat 463 AH, Beirut, n.d.

* Ibn Khaldun, Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Tunisi (d. 808 AH(

*Mugaddimah Ibn Khaldun, edited by Hajar Asi, Beirut, 1986.

Ibn Khallikan, Abu al-Abbas Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr (d.
fz8\1N'21\11:1§/at al-A'yan wa Anba' al-Zaman, edited by Ihsan Abbas Beirut, n.d.
Al-Khwarizmi, Muhammad ibn Musa (d. 232 AH)

*Algebra, introduction and commentary by Ali Mustafa Musharrafah and Muhammad
Morsi Ahmad, Paul Barbier Press, 1937.

*Al-Shahrastani, Abu al-Fath Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim ibn Abi Bakr (d. 548 AH(
Al-Milal wa al-Nihal, edited by Muhammad Sayyid Kilani, Beirut, Dar al-Ma'rifah, n.d.

* 1bn Sa'id al-Andalusi, Abu al-Qasim Sa'id ibn Ahmad (d. 642 AH(
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Tabagat al-Umam, Beirut, 1912. * Ibn Abi Usaybi'ah, Abu al-'Abbas Muwaffaq al-Din
Ahmad ibn al-Qasim al-Sa'di al-Khazraji (d. 668 AH(

'Uyun al-Anba’ fi Tabagat al-Atibba' (Sources of Information on the Classes of
Physicians), edited by Samih al-Zayn, 2nd edition, Beirut, 1981.

*Al-Tabari, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir (d. 310 AH(

Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk (History of the Prophets and Kings), edited by
Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim, Egypt, 1961.

* 1bn al-'lbri, Abu al-Faraj Gregory ibn Harun (d. 685 AH(
Tarikh Mukhtasar al-Duwal (Abridged History of the Dynasties), Beirut, 1895.
*Al-Qifti, Abu al-Hasan Jamal al-Din 'Ali ibn al-Qadi al-Ashraf Yusuf (d. 646 AH(

Akhbar al-'Ulama’ bi-Akhbar al-Hukama' (News of the Scholars with the News of the
Wise), Beirut, n.d.

*Al-Mas'udi, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali (d. 346 AH(
Muruj al-Dhahab wa Ma'adin al-Jawhar, edited by Muhammad Muhyi al-Din Abd al-
Hamid, Beirut - 1987.

*Ibn al-Nadim, Abu al-Faraj Muhammad ibn Abi Ya'qub Ishag, known as al-Warraq
(d. 385 AH(
Al-Fihrist, edited by Reza Tajaddud ibn Ali, Tehran - 1971.
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*Al-Ali, Dr. Saleh Ahmed
6- Sciences among the Arabs, 1st ed. (Beirut, 1989)
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8- The Civilization of the Arabs, translated by Adel Zuaiter, 4th ed. (Damascus, 1964)
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