VMO bdly gl pull 3 Al spae 1 o LBy el il

The Al-Qusaibi Family and Its Relationship with King Abdulaziz
Al Saud: A Study of Its Economic and Political Role, 1916-1950
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Abstract:

The Al-Qusaibi family emerged as one of the prominent families of the Arabian
Peninsula and the Arabian Gulf due to its economic and political influence, in
addition to the good reputation and sharp insight that distinguished the sons of
Hassan Al-Qusaibi and their maternal brothers. These qualities enabled them to gain
the trust of Ibn Saud, with whom they enjoyed a distinguished status. Hence,
Abdulaziz Al-Qusaibi was chosen as an agent to manage King Abdulaziz’s business
affairs in the Arabian Gulf and beyond, assisted in this task by his brother Abdullah
Al-Qusaibi. Their third brother, Abdulrahman Al-Qusaibi, excelled in trade,
particularly in the pearl trade, and because of his commercial standing he also
developed a close relationship with Ibn Saud.

Among the regions connected to this relationship was the Emirate of Bahrain,
which represented a prestigious commercial center, in addition to being a place of
residence for the British authorities, who maintained relations with Ibn Saud due to
their interests in the Arabian Gulf. Owing to the importance of this region,
Abdulaziz Al-Qusaibi was appointed as Ibn Saud’s representative and agent to
manage his business affairs in Bahrain. Accordingly, Abdulaziz Al-Qusaibi became
a member of the Manama Municipal Council from its establishment in 1920.
Because of his communication with the British authorities and his growing influence
in Bahrain, they began to take him seriously and sought to win him over to their
side, granting him the title of Khan Bahadur.

However, this situation did not last long, as the relationship between Al-Qusaibi
and Ibn Saud became strained due to the latter’s accumulated debts. As for Britain, it
was provoked by the influence attained by the sons of Al-Qusaibi and began to plot
schemes to remove them from Bahrain. The last of these was the strained
relationship among the brothers themselves, which led to the division of trade and
property among them.

Keywords: Al-Qusaibi family, Abdulaziz Al-Qusaibi, Abdullah Al-Qusaibi,
Abdulaziz Al Saud, relations, Bahrain.
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(1) India Office Records, IOR/ Neg 8890, Political Agency, Bahrain, the 2 nd. June
1931, Abdul Aziz Qosaibi and Abdullah Qosaibi, IOR/R/15/2/101, Calcutta, 1923, P.63.
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(9) India Office Records, Nejd. 9873,Personalities in Saudi Arabia, Hejaz — Nejd,
Miseellaneous, 1931, IOR/R/15/1/568, P. 196.

(11)India Office Records, Nejd. 9873, Personalities in Saudi Arabia, Hejaz — Nejd,
Miseellaneous, 1931, IOR/R/15/1/568, P. 196.
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(13) India Office Records, Nejd. 9873, Personalities in Saudi Arabia, Hejaz — Nejd,
Miseellaneous, 1931, IOR/R/15/1/568, P. 196.
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(16) India Office Records, Nejd. 9873,Personalities in Saudi Arabia, Hejaz — Nejd,
Miseellaneous, 1931, IOR/R/15/1/568, P. 196 - 197.
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Elham Fakhro, Belgrave’s Quest for Moral Order in Bahrain, 1926-1957 , Thesis
Submitted in Fulfilment of the Requirements of the Degree, Faculty of Law, University
Of Oxford , 2018, P. 116; Persian Gulf Residency, Political Agency, Bahrain, File
No.Bundle, Vol. 13, 1916.
(20) India Office Records, 'File 1/18 | Political .Sultan of Najd's Relations with Irag.
IOR/R/15/2/89, P. 79.

(21) India Office Records, Bushire Office records, Bin saud, 1.O.R: R/15/2/33/, E.8,
Vol, 111, 1917, P. 44.
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India Office Library and Records, Political Agency, IOR/R/15/2/140, 1917, P.11.
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Charles Tripp, Ahistore of Irag, Cambridge Universtiy Press, New york, 2007, p.
44-45,

(25) Political Agency, Bahrain Persian Gulf Residency, Bushire Office Records, Bin
Saud, IOR/15/2/33, P. 10.
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111, 1917, P.6.
(27) Ibid, P. 10 - 32.
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Sir Arnold T. Wilson, Mesopotamia, 1917-1920: a clash of loyalties : a personal and
historical record, Oxford University Press, London, 1931.
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The Persian Gulf Adminstration Reports, Political Residency For The Years (1915 -
1919) Qatar Digital Library, Archive 1986, P. 185.
(32) Saeed Mushabab Al-Qahtani, The Visit of Najd Delegation to London, (October -
November 1919): A Documentary Study, Dirasat: Human and Social Sciences, Volume
50, No. 5, Supplement 1, Faculty of Humanities, King Khalid University, KSA, 2023,
P. 567 — 568.
(33) India Office Records, Telegram from Wilson to the political Bahrain, Hejaz — Nejd,
IOR: L/PS/10/843 (May 13, 1919).
(34) India Office Records, Sheikh Faisal Bin Sauds visit to London, Telegram from
Wilson to Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rahman Al Saud Political Agency Bahrain,
IOR/R/15/2/35, may 14, 1919, P. 4 - 8.
(35)India Office Records, Nejd. 9873,Personalities in Saudi Arabia, Hejaz — Nejd,

Miseellaneous, 1931, IOR/R/15/1/568,P. 85; Telegram from Wilson to Abdul Aziz bin
Abdul Rahman Al Saud Political Agency Bahrain, May 14, 1919, P. 5.
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Joseph A. Kechichian, Self-assurance in the face of military might, King Faisal Center
for Research and Islamic Studies, Riyadh, 16 September, 2018.
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India Office Records, Sheikh Faisal Bin Sauds visit to London, IOR/R/15/2/35, P. 53.
(38)India Office Records, Nejd. 9873,Personalities in Saudi Arabia, Hejaz — Nejd,
Miseellaneous, 1931, IOR/R/15/1/568,P. 85 — 86 ; Mohammed M. Almutairi, British—
Saudi Relations 1902-1932, A Thesis Submitted to the University of East Anglia for the
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of East
Anglia, 2019, P. 8.

(39) Quoted in: Saeed Mushabab Al-Qahtani, Op. Ct, P. 571.

(40)India Office Records, Sheikh Faisal Bin Sauds visit to London, I0R: R/15/2/35, P.
8-10.

(41) India Office Records, Hejaz — Nejd , Report from Sir James Dunlop Smith to the
Political Secretary India Office “Note on IOR: L/PS/10/843 (October 20, 1919).

(42) Foreign Office, Note of a Conversation between the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs and the Arab Mission Representing the Emir Ibn Saud Feisal, . FO: 371/4147

(November 26, 1919).

(43) Saeed Mushabab Al-Qahtani, Op. Ct, P. 573 - 574.

(44)Foreign Office, Note of a Conversation between the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs and the Arab Mission Representing the Emir Ibn Saud Feisal, . FO: 371/4147
(November 26, 1919).

India Office Records, Hejaz — Nejd , Report from Sir James Dunlop Smith to the
Political Secretary India Office “Note on IOR: L/PS/10/843 (October 20, 1919).

(45) India Office Private Papers and Records, Political Situation in Nejd, British
Library, July 1920, P. 1.
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Office Of The Political Resident in The Persian Gulf, File 1/19 Il Correspondence re

Political Agent, Bahrain [111r] (243/308), I. O. R/ 15/ 2/ 1006, 1936, P. 41.

(47) India Office Private Papers and Records, Political Situation in Nejd, British

Library, July 1920, P. 1.

(48) Ibid, P. 2 - 6.

(49) Ibid, P. 7.
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(50) India Office Private Papers and Records, Extract from Bahrain news No.25forthe
weekending, , IOR/R/15/1/319, 23rdJune1922, P. 177.
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(52) Quoted in: India Office Records, Hejaz — Nejd, From. 1.1.1930 — To 30. 4. 1932,
British Residency Bushire, IOR/R/15/1/567, 16 th September 1930, P. 27.
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(55) India Office Private Papers and Records, Extract from Bahrain news No.25forthe
weekending, , IOR/R/15/1/319, 23rdJune1922, P 177 — 181.

393l (3l Loy Aesbae SIS poas e cusSl) oSla lal Ay a3l e Jlasll (8 (IS (01)
FoY G VAN sl Al laad) s sl o Luall A0dal) Lisase taaly - LAY Gsias
e o ol mlsll B adea) pubd) aid) cuate Job pliss Jdad gl bl ajlin (oV)
O Y adll Lgiay (opall mldll el A daslandl dwbud) Al e Capdy oS5 Y44 — 14Ty
reabn +aihd) Ci Jasy Lt il JS5)

Sultan bin Mohammed al- Qasimi, Tale of City, Part. 11, Sharjah, UAE, 2017, P. 60.
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(59) India Office Records, Kuwait — Saudi Relations from. March 1935 To July 1935,
Vol. 111, I10R/R/15/5/111, 1935, P. 97.
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(60) India Office Private Papers and Records, Extract from Bahrain news No.25forthe
weekending, , IOR/R/15/1/319, 23rdJune1922, P . 181.

(61) Bin Saud's relations with the Sheikh of Bahrain.Nejd Agent's activities in Bahrain,
C 33 File No. '19/16, IOR/R/15/1/334, P. 61.

(62) Ibid .
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