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Iranian—-French Relations (1969-1979)

Dr. Asmaa Jawad Kazem Ubaid Haddad
Directorate General of Education in Basrah
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Abstract:

Iran and France share a long history of relations across various fields,
particularly in modern history, notably during the reign of Shah Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi, who stood at the apex of Iranian authority. His era was
characterized by generally positive relations with the West, owing to his pursuit
of reforms in the country modeled after Western systems. France played a role in
that process, particularly in its technical and economic dimensions.

For Iran, its enduring importance stemmed from its geostrategic location at
the crossroads of three worlds—the Slavic, the Turkic, and the Arab—as well as
from its natural resources, which have long been coveted by Western states.
Between 1969 and 1979, Iran emerged as a regional power, while France was a
medium-ranked global power. Consequently, relations between the two countries
developed gradually during this period. An agreement was reached to exchange
Iranian oil for French nuclear technology and agricultural food products,
prompting France to compete with its European, American, and Japanese
partners to benefit from Iran’s burgeoning consumer market.

Keywords: Iran, France, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, Iran—Foreign Relations,
Iranian Nuclear Project
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