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UAE Strategic Planning
(Normalization with Israel as a Case Study)

Lecturer Dr. Hiba Shihab Ahmed
University of Basrah / Center for Basrah and Arabian Gulf Studies
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Abstract:

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) stands out as one of the most influential
states in the Arabian Gulf region, distinguished by its strategic significance
across various domains—economic, military, and technological. Consequently,
any decision or action undertaken by the UAE, whether in the present or the
future, is likely to generate wide-ranging regional and international reactions and
consequences.

This reality was clearly demonstrated when the UAE surprised the world by
announcing the normalization of relations with Israel, a move widely regarded as
bold and consequential. As a leading Arab country historically aligned with pan-
Arab causes, the UAE’s normalization represented a significant strategic shift.
The decision carries substantial implications, particularly for the Palestinian
cause and broader regional dynamics in the Middle East.

This study investigates the strategic dimensions of the UAE's normalization
with Israel, analyzing it as a case study in geopolitical repositioning. It aims to
understand the motivations behind the move and assess its long-term impact on
regional alliances and conflicts.

Keywords: United Arab Emirates, UAE-Israel rapprochement, UAE strategic
planning, normalization, Israel.
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