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Imam Musa al-Kadhim (peace be upon him) in the View of Orientalists

Lecturer Dr. Sondos Bandar Khazaal
University of Basrah / Center for Basrah and Arabian Gulf Studies
E-mail: Sundus.khazel@uobasrah.edu.iq

Abstract:

Imam Musa ibn Ja‘far al-Kadhim (peace be upon him) played a pivotal
role in spreading the authentic teachings of Islam, nurturing scholars, and
promoting jurisprudence and theology despite the political constraints of his
time. He consistently advocated for virtuous ethics, patience, and forbearance,
earning the title "al-Kadhim" (one who suppresses anger).

Imam al-Kadhim adopted a cautious stance toward the Abbasid regime,
avoiding direct confrontation while nonetheless supporting peaceful opposition
to injustice. He also engaged with intellectual deviations and debated other
theological schools using rational argumentation and evidence-based
discourse, thereby solidifying his esteemed position within Shi‘i thought in
contrast to competing currents.

In the eyes of Orientalists, Imam al-Kadhim emerges as a model reformer,
who resisted despotism not through rebellion but through knowledge, patience,
and moral education. His reformative approach aimed at cultivating a more
conscious Islamic society anchored in authentic values and principles.

Keywords: Imam al-Kadhim (peace be upon him), Abbasid authority,
Orientalists, reformist methodology.
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