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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze cloud cover trends and predict cloud cover
fractions (Okta) over Iraq for eight months, from October to May. The months of
June, July, August, and September were excluded from the forecast due to
minimal or absent cloud cover during this period.

The significance of cloud cover forecasting lies in its role as an indicator of
atmospheric conditions. Many climatological studies emphasize the importance
of clouds in understanding future climate changes, as clouds influence solar
radiation absorption and reflection, thereby affecting the amount of solar energy
reaching the Earth's surface.

To project future cloud cover trends for the period 2023-2037, this study
relies on meteorological and climatic data collected from seven weather stations
in Mosul, Kirkuk, Baghdad, Al-Hay, Rutba, Nasiriyah, and Basrah. The dataset
spans the baseline years 1988-2022.

The study employs the Box-Jenkins (B-J) algorithm (1976), which involves:

Identifying an appropriate statistical model for the dataset.

Estimating the model parameters based on historical data.

Evaluating the model’s accuracy and suitability.

If the model is deemed appropriate, conducting future cloud cover forecasts.

e

The study applies the Seasonal Autoregressive Integrated Moving Average
(SARIMA) model, denoted as (p, d, q) (P, D, Q), which is recognized as a
seasonally adjusted time-series forecasting model.

Keywords: Forecasting, SARIMA, cloud cover, Okta.
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5.6 1.6 | 3.6 | 2029 57| 0.4 3.0/ 2029 56| 1.4 352029
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48| 0.6 2.7 2023 48| 25| 3.6 2023 52 29| 4.1 2023
541 12| 3.3 2024 58| 3.3 | 4.6 | 2024 56| 3.3| 4.4 2024
41| +0.| 2.0 2025 55| 2.8 4.1 2025 48| 25| 3.6 2025
50| A0.| 2.9 2026 58| 3.1| 4.5 2026 541 3.1 42 2026
55| 0. 2.6 | 2027 55| 2.8 4.2 2027 52| 27| 3.9 2027
6.2 | 0.| 3.3| 2028 6.2 3.5| 4.8 2028 56| 3.0 4.3 2028
49| .0.| 2.0 2029 59| 3.1 | 4.5 2029 48 | 22| 3.5 2029
58| 0. 2.9 2030 6.2 | 3.4 | 48] 2030 55| 2.8 4.1 2030
6.0 | +0.| 2.6 | 2031 59| 3.1 | 4.5 2031 53| 24| 3.8 2031
6.7 0. 3.2 2032 6.6 3.8| 52| 2032 571 27| 42 2032
541 0. 1.9 2033 6.3 | 3.4 | 49| 2033 49| 1.9 3.4 2033
6.3 0. 2.8 2034 6.7 3.7| 52 2034 56| 25| 4.0 2034
6.4 0. 2.5 2035 6.5| 3.5| 5.0 2035 541 21| 3.7 2035
7.1 0. 3.2] 2036 7.2 42| 57| 2036 58| 2.4 4.1 2036
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3.7 1.2 2.5 2023 56| ¢y | 3.5 2023 53| 22| 3.7 2023
3.6 | 1.0 2.3 2024 4.1 0. | 2.0 | 2024 47| 1.6 3.2| 2024
3.6 0.8]| 2.2 2025 3.8 +0.| 1.6 | 2025 3.8 0.7| 2.2 2025
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45| 1.0 2.7 2027 6.5| 0. 3.4 2027 6.0 | 1.4 3.7 2027
40| 0.2 2.1 2028 50| +0.| 1.9 2028 54| 0.8 3.1 2028
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5.4 1.4 3.4 2024 5.9 2.1 | 4.0 2024 6.3 3.0 | 4.6 | 2024
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5.7 0.4 | 3.0| 2027 7.0 1.8 | 4.4 2027 5.8 L1 | 3.5 2027
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6.3 0. 2.8 2034 7.4 1.1 | 4.3 | 2034 5.6 0. 2.7 2034
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471 1.1] 2.9 2024 45| 07| 2.6 2024 4.6 | 24| 3.5 2024
41| 0.4 22| 2025 3.6 | +0.| 1.7 2025 4.1 1.9] 3.0] 2025
441 07| 2.6 2026 4.6 | 0.5| 2.5]| 2026 4.6 | 19| 3.2] 2026
59| 06| 3.3| 2027 4.8 | 07| 2.7 2027 48| 1.8] 3.3 ] 2027
57| 05| 3.1]| 2028 41| 00| 2.0] 2028 46| 1.6| 3.1| 2028
5.1 0. | 2.4 2029 45| 03| 2.4 2029 47| 1.4 3.1 2029
541 0.1 2.8 2030 4.6 | 03| 2.5]| 2030 53| 1.8| 3.5| 2030
6.8 02| 3.5]| 2031 47| 04| 2.6 2031 491 1.2 3.1 2031
6.6 00| 3.3| 2032 44| 0.1 ] 23] 2032 5.0 1.1] 3.1] 2032
6.0 | +0.| 2.7 2033 46| 02| 2.4 2033 53| 1.2 3.3| 2033
6.4 +0.| 3.0 2034 4.6 02| 2.4 2034 55| 13| 3.4 2034
7.7 0. | 3.8 2035 49| 05| 2.7 2035 53] 0.8| 3.0] 2035
7.5 +0.] 3.6 2036 46| 0.1 2.4 2036 56| 09| 3.2 2036
6.9 «.o | 3.0 2037 471 02| 2.5 2037 56 | 0.7] 3.2 2037
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Mgy ddana AS K ddans gl ddans
aal) aall il pladl aal) aal) ) pladl aal) aal) sanl) plall
RSN O] RSN SN O]
4.6 1.4 3.0| 2023 4.8 3.1 4.0 | 2023 6.6 32| 49| 2023
4.7 1.5 3.1 2024 5.3 33| 4.3 | 2024 6.7 33| 5.0 2024
4.2 1.1 | 26| 2025 5.6 33| 4.5 2025 6.1 26| 43| 2025
4.2 1.1 | 26| 2026 5.5 3.1 4.3 | 2026 6.2 27| 45| 2026
5.3 0.7 | 3.0 2027 5.4 29| 42| 2027 7.7 28| 53| 2027
5.4 0.8 | 3.1 2028 5.5 2.8 | 42| 2028 7.9 3.0 | 5.4 2028
4.9 0.3 | 26| 2029 5.8 29| 43| 2029 7.2 2.3 | 4.8 | 2029
4.9 03| 26| 2030 5.9 2.6 | 43| 2030 7.4 2.5 49| 2030
5.8 0.1 | 29| 2031 6.1 2.5 43| 2031 8.8 27| 5.8 2031
5.9 02| 3.0 2032 6.5 26| 45| 2032 9.0 29| 59| 2032
5.4 0. 26| 2033 6.8 27| 47| 2033 8.4 23| 53| 2033
5.4 0. 26| 2034 6.7 25| 46| 2034 8.5 24| 55| 2034
6.3 0. 29| 2035 6.7 24| 46| 2035 9.9 2.8 | 6.3 | 2035
6.4 3.0 | 2036 6.9 24| 46| 2036 10.1 3.0 | 65| 2036
5.9 2.5 | 2037 7.2 2.5 | 4.8 2037 9.5 24| 59| 2037
paill dlass Ay palil) dlasa 3lavdl dana
aall aall i) ?u\ aall aall ) ?1,4\ aal) aal) ) (»,Ldl
SV S S B VSV ]
4.0 1.3 2.6 | 2023 4.6 1.7 3.2 | 2023 4.6 2.4 3.5 ] 2023
4.0 1.1 2.6 | 2024 4.0 07| 23] 2024 4.6 1.6 | 3.1 | 2024
3.9 0.3 | 2.1 2025 3.9 0.4 | 22| 2025 3.8 0.6 | 22| 2025
5.0 1.1 3.1 | 2026 3.9 0.0 1.9 | 2026 4.0 0.6 2.3 | 2026
5.7 0.0 | 2.8 2027 6.1 0.1 3.1 | 2027 6.0 0.8 | 3.4 2027
6.0 .0. 2.7 | 2028 5.6 .0. 2.3 | 2028 6.2 +0. 3.0 | 2028
6.1 .0. 2.3 | 2029 5.7 0. 2.2 | 2029 5.4 -0. 2.1 | 2029
7.4 .0. 3.3 | 2030 5.9 .0. 1.9 | 2030 5.9 .0. 2.3 | 2030
8.2 .0. 3.0 | 2031 8.0 .0. 3.1 | 2031 7.9 -0. 3.4 | 2031
8.6 2.9 | 2032 7.7 2.3 | 2032 8.1 3.0 | 2032
8.8 0. 2.5 | 2033 7.9 0. 2.1 2033 7.5 -0. 2.0 [ 2033
10.3 0. 3.5 | 2034 8.2 .0. 1.9 | 2034 8.1 -0. 2.3 | 2034
11.1 0. 3.2 | 2035 10.4 0. 3.1 | 2035 10.1 -0. 3.4 | 2035
11.7 3.2 | 2036 10.2 2.3 | 2036 10.5 3.0 | 2036
12.0 2.7 | 2037 10.5 2.1 | 2037 9.9 2.1 | 2037
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(V) ads Jsaa
Baall (luwi gl (USyl) rastd) 5 Unil) docid AEE ggang dygaial) adll
Aal) cllaaal (YL YT-Y YY)

oz daas ALK ddana Jeagall ddanse

) all | sl olal) aal) aall | sl ola) aal) all | sl ol
SV [ A SN RN Sy |
4.6 1.2 2.9 2023 46 | 2.6 | 3.6 | 2023 48| 2.8 3.8| 2023
4.2 0.8 | 2.5 2024 4.4 2.4 | 3.4 2024 4.4 23| 3.3 | 2024
3.8 0.4 2.1 | 2025 4.4 2.4 | 3.4 2025 4.4 1.8 | 3.1 2025
4.1 0.7 | 2.4| 2026 4.3 2.3 3.3 2026 4.6 1.9 | 3.2 2026
5.2 0.2 | 2.7 2027 4.8 2.0 | 3.4 2027 5.3 1.8 | 3.6 | 2027
4.8 +0. ] 2.3 | 2028 4.6 1.8 | 3.2| 2028 5.1 1.6 | 3.4 2028
4.4 0.1 1.9 2029 4.6 1.8 | 3.2 2029 5.5 1.5 3.5 2029
4.7 2.2 2030 4.5 1.7 | 3.1 ] 2030 5.9 1.9 3.9 2030
5.6 2.5 | 2031 4.9 1.6 | 3.2 | 2031 6.0 1.8 | 3.9 2031
5.2 2.1 | 2032 4.7 1.3 3.0 | 2032 5.8 1.6 | 3.7 2032
4.8 +0. 1 1.7 | 2033 4.7 1.3 | 3.0 2033 5.8 1.5| 3.6 | 2033
5.1 1.9 | 2034 4.5 1.2 2.8 | 2034 6.2 1.8 | 4.0 2034
59 2.2 | 2035 4.9 1.1 | 3.0 2035 6.4 1.9 4.1 | 2035
5.5 1.8 | 2036 471 0.8 | 2.8 | 2036 6.2 1.6 | 3.9 2036
5.1 1.4 | 2037 46| 0.8 2.7 | 2037 6.3 1.5 | 3.9 2037
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P I RV L all | aal | osal | ) all [ aal | osal | )
S | s S SV S

46| 15| 3.0 2023 45| 06| 2.6| 2023 46 | 13| 2.9 2023
42| 10| 2.6 | 2024 47| 0.8 2.7 2024 49| 1.3] 3.1 2024
4.4 | 0.7 2.5| 2025 39| 00| 1.9 2025 5.1 1.4 3.3] 2025
45| 0.8| 2.6| 2026 48| 09| 2.8 2026 551 171 3.6 2026
57| 07| 3.2 2027 55| +0.] 2.6 2027 57| 0.4 3.0| 2027
52| 03| 2.8 2028 56| +0.] 2.8 2028 6.1 | 04| 3.2 2028
53] 0.1 2.7 2029 49| .0.| 2.0 2029 6.3 0.4 3.4 2029
55| 0.2 2.8 2030 5.8 «.o | 2.9 2030 6.7 07| 3.7 2030
6.5| 03| 3.4]| 2031 6.3 .| 2.7 2031 6.8 | .o | 3.2 2031
6.1 | +0.| 3.0 2032 6.4 .| 29| 2032 7.2 .| 3.4 2032
6.2 +0.| 2.9 2033 57| +0.] 2.1 2033 7.5 +0.-| 3.5] 2033
6.3 +0.| 3.1]| 2034 6.6 +0.] 3.0 2034 7.9 1 0.1 3.9 2034
7.3 «ov | 3.6 2035 7.0 | .. | 2.8 2035 7.9 woo | 3.4 2035
6.9 .| 3.2 2036 7.2 .o | 2.9 2036 83| .o | 3.6| 2036
6.9 | .| 3.2 2037 6.4 .| 2.1 2037 8.6 | .o | 3.8 2037
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Al A (S YA e dws lefy (YevVale 4 (WSS YY) e
ane clin gpa 8 (T YTY Y OY YT L YVOY e Y AT AT Y AT Y PYCY LT E)
8 (US501.9) L A efy (Yare oY ave) ale 8 (UG V)l aasd A J8 35l

das JAely (Yary) ale 8 (LS5 +.F) speadl Adaae 3 Agdads da JE ity ¢ (Y0 YE) Gle
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Baall JUl yedd (LiSy)) ) o Unid) Al 483 3gang Ayl ol
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Jay Adaas S Aans Jeasal) Aaae
sl | sl | g | A sl | sl | s | A sl | sl | gl | L
S ] SN I RN S Y
3.8 0.| 2.1 2023 3.8 1.6| 27| 2023 441 09| 2.7 2023
3.2 0. 1.4 2024 371 1.0 2.4 2024 43| 0.4 2.4 2024
3.5 .0.| 1.8 2025 3.8 1.1 2.4 2025 3.9 00| 1.9 2025
33| .| 1.6| 2026 371 0.9 23| 2026 43| 0.4 2.3 2026
45| .| 2.1 2027 3.8 1.0| 2.4 2027 50| 0| 2.4 2027
390 .| 1.4 2028 3.6 0.7 2.1 2028 48| .o | 2.0 2028
42| +0.| 1.7 2029 3.7 0.7 2.2 2029 441 .0.| 1.6 ] 2029
40| +0.| 1.5] 2030 3.5 0.6 2.0 2030 48| +0.| 1.9 2030
50| .| 2.0 2031 3.7 0.6 2.1| 2031 541 .| 2.0 2031
44| .| 1.4 2032 3.4 03| 1.8 2032 52| .| 1.6 2032
47| .| 1.7 2033 3.5 03] 1.9 2033 471 .| 1.2 2033
45| .0.| 1.5 2034 330 0.1 1.7 | 2034 50| +0.| 1.5 2034
55| .| 2.0 2035 341 0.1 1.8] 2035 56| .| 1.5 2035
48| .| 1.3] 2036 320 .| 1.5] 2036 53] .| 1.1 2036
52 .| 1.7 2037 3.2 .« | 1.5 2037 48| .| 0.6 2037
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320 vo.| 1.7 | 2023 2.7 +0.| 1.1 2023 431 13| 2.8/ 2023
29| +0.| 1.4 2024 3.5 v0.| 1.9 2024 371 0.7 22| 2024
27| 00| 1.2 2025 29| 00| 1.3]| 2025 431 1.3] 28] 2025
2.8 09| 1.3] 2026 241 09| 0.8] 2026 431 13| 2.3 2026
3.6 | +0.] 1.5 2027 3.4 .0.] 1.1 2027 49| 0.6 | 2.8 2027
33 0. 1.2| 2028 42| +0.] 1.8 2028 43] 00| 2.2 2028
3.1 0. 0.9 2029 3.6 0. 1.2] 2029 49| 0.6 | 2.8 | 2029
3.2 «.v | 1.0 ] 2030 3.1 «.v | 0.7 2030 49| 0.6 | 2.8 | 2030
3.9 .| 1.2 2031 39 .. | 1.0 2031 54| 0.1 2.8 2031
3.6 v | 0.9 2032 4.7 o | 1.8 2032 4.8 0. 2.2 2032
33| +0.| 0.6 2033 4.1 +0.| 1.2 2033 541 0.1 2.8/ 2033
3.4 +0.] 0.7 2034 3.6 +0.] 0.7 2034 54| 0.1 2.8]| 2034
4.1 «ov | 0.9 2035 4.3 «v | 1.0 2035 5.9 wo | 2.7 2035
37 «.«| 0.5 2036 5.1 o | 1.8 2036 53| .| 2.1] 2036
3.5 «.o | 0.3 2037 4.5 o | 1.2] 2037 5.9 co | 2.7 2037
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7- Pirece.A.D.(1971). "Least Squares Estimation in the Regression Model with
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6- Box< G.E.P and Jenkinsc G.M. (1976)¢ "Time Series Analysis Forecasting and
control”« Holden day« London
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