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Extraordinary Time in Quranic Narrative
(A Semiotic Reading of the Story of the Queen of Sheba)

Dr. Salem Abdelnabi Al-Aqgabi
University of Basrah / College of Education for Human Sciences
E-mail: Salem.Abdelnabi@uobasrah.edu.iq

Abstract:

The Quran addresses time in a scientific manner that aligns with human
logic, particularly in matters related to worship and legislative rulings aimed at
regulating individual and collective behavior. While the Quran predominantly
discusses time in this manner, it also alludes to another type of time, namely
extraordinary or miraculous time, which transcends human comprehension and
consciousness of time. This type of time can be considered a form of miraculous
or extraordinary time, defying all logical and natural rules, which led the
researcher to study this type of time, specifically in the story of the Queen of
Sheba, through applying a semiotic approach and interpretative reading. This
study unveils the details of miraculous and extraordinary time, challenging the
conventional human consciousness of time, resulting in the emergence of a new
concept added to the known categories of time: (Objective Time, Physical Time,
Psychological Time, Biological Time), namely Extraordinary Time, which falls
within the realm of miraculous narrative time. The Quran presents time by
linking it with supernatural characters or through creating a horizontal dialogue
where the identities of the speakers differ in type and rank. This is evident in
Quranic dialogues such as that between the ant and its kind, or between the
hoopoe and the Prophet Solomon, where the communicative space is breached by
speakers differing in type and hierarchy, as there is no unified communicative
space between the ant and Prophet Solomon, or between the hoopoe and the
Prophet himself. Based on this, the study clearly illustrates the Quranic
narrative's method of portraying this time by linking it with supernatural
characters or through dialogue and conflict between them, resulting in the final
image of extraordinary time after subjecting the story's verses to interpretative
reading mechanisms.

Key words: Time, Philosophy of Extraordinary Time, Narrative, Communicative
Space, Interpretation, Central Signification, Secondary Signification, Dialogue,
Storytelling.
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* Sources and footnotes
*The Holy Quran
1) Lisan al-Arab, Ibn Manzur Abu al-Fadl Jamal al-Din Muhammad ibn Makram,

vol. 13, Dar Sader Beirut, 4th edition, 2005 AD <subject of time: 60.

2) Time and the Novel, Mendola, translated by Bakr Abbas, Beirut, Lebanon

3) Philosophical statements: They are a set of logical principles and conditions that
must be present in the rules of mental thinking and reasoning, as we cannot
imagine the existence or non-existence of anything without them. They are
necessary preliminary knowledge that controls the course of the conclusion and
its provisions.

4) See :Time in ancient religious and philosophical thought, Hussam Al-Alusi,
Arab Foundation for Studies and Publishing - Beirut, Lebanon 1980 AD,: 97

5) See:«Existential Time, Abdul Rahman Badawi, House of Culture, Beirut, 1973
AD.: 56The same source: 56. Also see: Time in ancient religious and
philosophical thoughtdY-2) :

Yy dasall AY oY E A Y (JgY)) asadl (o) alaall el galdd) Ao


https://forums.alkafeel.net/node/20947
https://forums.alkafeel.net/node/20947

-~

i 3abbal 3 Al ana 33,8

6) Same source

7) See Critique of Pure Reason, Immanuel Kant, translated by: Musa Wahba -
National Enmaa House - Beirut, Lebanon: 60-69.

8) Same source: 65-69

9) For more, sece “Academic Research”, by: Zigmi Ahmed, Journal of Humanities
and Social Sciences (Academia Arabia, seventh issue, January 2011(

10) Space-time :A concept that was initially exchanged in the halls of physics for the
purpose of:

Determine its scientific and conceptual character, and it is known as Sinofsky space

The famous English athlete and the concept later turned into
A purely scientific concept associated with Einstein's theory, see more
The philosophical term, Jamil Saliba - Dar Al-Alami, Beirut, s

NV AAAAs well as Wikipedia on the Internet.

11) Al-BagarahY :

12) Al-lsraVA :

13) Al-Bagarah) A4 :

14) Al Imran: 7

15) Muhammad¥ ¢ :

16) Lisan al-Arab, article “Raskh”

17) Hajj¢Vv :

18) Al-Maaraj:4

19) For more, see the interpretation of the verse: (Indeed, a day is with your Lord (...
The Great Qur’an, by Ibn Kathir, as well as its interpretation in Al-Jami’ li
Ahkam Al-Qur’an, by Al-Qurtubi.

20) Al-lsraAe :

21) Al-BagarahYe4 :

22) Al-KahfYA :

23) Same source: 25

24) Same source

25) Same source

26) The basic model is based on: analyzing the entire story from verse 15 of Surah
An-Naml to verse 44.

27)p¥e.

28) New studies in insect anatomy have shown that the ant has a hard, strong
covering that protects its body from dangers. When it encounters an enemy
while it is on a tree, for example, it throws itself, flies in a directed manner, and
slides on the plants to avoid shattering this hard covering. Therefore, the ant
warns its companions with the word “No.” Solomon and his soldiers will destroy
you <because when you step on an ant, for example, its outer shell shatters like
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glass shatters. For more, see Abdul-Daim Al-Kahil’s website for scientific
miracles in the Qur’an and Sunnah- Traffic system among ants, p. 3.

29) European universities are making efforts to build accelerators for transporting
atomic particles (photons according to very precise time calculations (and have
achieved impressive results in this field. Perhaps the Qur’anic miracle in moving
the throne of Bilgis falls within the scientific possibilities of transforming matter
into energy and then into energy. Article: For more, see
https://forums.alkafeel.net/node/20947
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