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Abstract:

The research aims to elucidate the historical roots of the emergence of the military
institution in Kuwait and the British attitude towards it, and its historical developments
until Kuwait's independence on the nineteenth of June 1961. The research concludes
that the historical roots of the emergence of the military institution in Kuwait between
1938 and 1945 were modest and simple, in line with the simplicity of Kuwaiti society in
general, and its limited political, economic, and commercial capabilities before the
investment and export of oil. Additionally, since 1899, Kuwait has been considered a
British protectorate under the 1899 agreement signed by the then ruler of Kuwait,
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah, with Britain, obligating his successors thereafter. Britain,
under that agreement, was responsible for foreign policy, security affairs, defense of
Kuwait, and its protection. Thus, Kuwait was protected from external threats from
major powers, and Britain did not support the protected emirate in building a real and
strong defense force during that period, fearing its departure from its protection
umbrella, in addition to Kuwait's weak economic, social, and political capabilities
during the years in which military formations were established. This, along with
Kuwait's small geographic area and its surroundedness by countries surpassing it in
geographical area, as well as its low population density, cast shadows on the weakness
of security forces and their small numbers and military capabilities on the other hand.
Britain exploited this weakness in its stance towards the Kuwaiti military institution at
its inception to prevent it from straying from its influence.

The research also reveals that the turning point in the growth of military formations
and the positive change in the British stance towards them came after the export and
investment of Kuwaiti oil in 1946, as the economic factor influenced all aspects in
Kuwait, serving the military institution and changing the British stance towards it.
Britain's desire to maintain political, economic, and security conditions in Kuwait in
service of its interests increased, especially after the crisis of nationalizing the British
Petroleum Company (AIOC), and its reliance on Kuwait as a primary source for oil
since the early 1950s. Thus, Britain became more concerned with the stability of
internal security in Kuwait than the previous stage due to the requirements of politics,
economy, social, and security situations in the period from 1946 to 1961. Consequently,
various formations of the military institution were completed during this stage, and
Britain began to provide some support. Furthermore, the impact of local, regional, and
international changes after World War I, the decline of Britain's status in the Arabian
Gulf, and the beginning of the Gulf Emirates' independence, led by Kuwait, reflected on
the British stance in building Kuwait's military and armament capabilities, establishing
the Kuwaiti Army, and increasing its readiness since the mid-1950s and the early 1960s.
Key words: Military Institution, Kuwait, British Attitude.
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= B.J. Slot, Mubarak AL — Sabah, Founder of Modern Kuwait ( 1896 — 1915),
( London, 2005) .

= Michael S.Casey, The History of Kuwait, Westport Connecticut,( London, 2007).
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