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The French position on the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait 1990-1991
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Abstract:

France, with its extensive interests in the Arab Gulf region and close relations with
Irag, took a particular stance on Irag's occupation of Kuwait in August 1990. France
initially sought to resolve the crisis peacefully, aiming to preserve its own interests and
maintain Iraq as a market for French weapons. However, with the escalation of the war
and under pressure from the United States, France was compelled to join the conflict as
part of the allied forces. The war resulted in Iraq's defeat, causing France to lose its
weapons importer, but it managed to consolidate its interests in the Arab Gulf region.
This research highlights the significance of France's role in attempting to end the crisis
through peaceful means and examines the divergence of views within the French
government regarding participation in the war and its outcomes, which ultimately
favored France. The keywords for this study include France, Kuwait, the Second Gulf
War, the French position on the Second Gulf War, and the Iragi occupation of Kuwait.
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11 - Le monde du 25 septmber 1990
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15 - Jacques fremeaux, le monde arabeet la securite fe la france presses universitaires
De france, 1995,p.122
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25 - Hayete cherigui ,Maghreb et machrek pans la Polituque etrengere de france
depuis I'apreaguerre du golf «paris Lebanguet semester,1997.N:Il, PP..55-56.
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30-Michel Roquejoeffre , Debat, cahiers du ceHD no. 21,p.104-.
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34 -pierre Favier, Michel matin Redarie, la Decenie mitterand ,tome3, Le Defie (1988-
1991),pars, pp.439-450;francois Heisbourg, La france face aux nouveaw choix
strategiques, Defencr Nationale, paris 1996, p.p. 14 9- 142,

35 - Lenouvel observatiur du27 decembere 1990 au27 december 1990 au 2 Janvier
1991,p.u6.

36 - Francois Bazin Qund chevenement declare Laguerre, Le nouvl observateur du 14
au20 mars 1991.
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38 - Armee de terre francaise ,Divison Daguet , ordre d' operations no.1: modificatif
no.1 du 18 fevrier 1991.

39 -Interview with General Michel Roquejoeffre Hanury 23, 2005; coo; , 100 miles
from Baghdad, PP. 998-110

40 -Michel rRoquejoeffre "Legerre du Golf Plus de 3 Ans Apres 'tle Lespinois ,L'Armee
de Terre Francaise, 682; and Dufour, La Legion , P. 239
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45 - Interview with francis Heisbourg ,paris ,July, 13,2004
46 -Interview with General Maurice Schmitt, Marseilles «Jsnuary21,2005.
47 - Interview with Admiral Jacques Lanxade, Paris, January 14, 2005

48 -the sixth Light Armored Division comprised seven regiments ,of which two were
equipped with the AMX-IORC the division's key wcpon ,yhe AMX-IORC,would
normally be classifled as an armored car ,but its heavy weight (15 tons)and
firepower(105mm) led the French to classifyitas a light tank. Inter with
commandant pierre frouin , paris, marchu, 2000.

49 -interview With Genaral Maurice Schmitt, Marseilles, January 21,2005.

50 - The initial force included :on infantry regiment one helicopter regiment ,two
AMX-10RC vegiments, and one engineer regiment . Erwan Berot, operation
Daguet :les fracais dons la Guerre du Golfe ( Paris: prsses de la cite
Y1 99YFrederick Guelton |, la guerre americgine du Golfe; Guerre et
Puissance al laubbw du xxle siécle (lyon: presses universitaies de lyon, 1996 «(
-1+ 1D3,and inteyview with General Michel Roquejocffk, January 23,2005.

51 - Interview With Admiral Jacques, Lanxade ,paris, January iu ,2005.
52-nterview with General Maurice Schmitt, Marseilles January 21,2005.

53 - Khaled ben— suhan ,Desert warrior, A personal view of the Gulf war by the Joint
Forces comman der, new rork ,Haper Collins,1995,p.p.271-272.

54 - Bernard de montferrand Defendre IEurpe:la Tentaion Suisse ,paris , Economica
,1994, p.23

55 - Entirely separate solong as Fighting did not occur, schwarrzkopf and Schmitt
agreed that france's prigade would come under American” operationl control ”
Interview with General Maurice Schmitt , Marseilles ,January 21,2005.

56 -on november29, Roquejoeffre queried General commander of the American third
Army, about the nature of America offensive plans, who responded that on plan
beeo adopted. Interview with General michal Roquehoeffre, Junary 23,2005.

57 - Ibid.

58 - the XVIII corps consisted of one mechanized division on airmobile division, and
one airborne brgade

59 - Interview With Admiral Jacques Lanxade ,paris, January 14 2005
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60 - Interview With General Maurice Schmitt <Marrseiles, January 21, 2005.

61 - the paratroop brigade would have included two battalions, a command element
,and com- bat engineers .Interview with General Michel Roquejoeffre, Jonuary
23,2005.

62 - control General des Armees Rapport de synthese, August6, 1991, p.p.67-68.
63 - Ibid.
64 - Interview With Admiral Jacques Lanxade ,paris, January 14,2005.
65 - figures provided by General Roquejoeffre ,January 23,2005
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